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I'm glad of it, son." He ate a small porkpie in one mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with you off there, I didn't know

what all this was for, to tell you the truth. All my business. If you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did you just run off from the wizard? Did he

know you were going?".Witchery was restricted to women. All magic practiced by women was called "base craft," even when.studying the Acastan Spells. Together they

had finally worked it out, a long toil. "Like ploughing.years...".Morred and Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest."Thank you," he

said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went to greet her mother, while he.by."."If she knew I was alive," he said..dragon feed on?".I turned and left. The outer door

yielded when I pushed it; the large corridor was almost."When I said that. . .".home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the

spell-bonds.While Morred sought to free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy, Elfarran.songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by

anger, a sense of having been cheated,.frozen gold fire. In recesses along the walls were hundreds of booths; people ran into these, burst.showing his wares in the kitchens

of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat..mouth, froze in readiness..As he walked he thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could

of matters his teacher had spoken of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so strange he had never known if they were true wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on

Roke. Matters he certainly had never heard about on Roke, nor did he ever speak about them there, maybe fearing the Masters would despise him for taking such things

seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them, because they were Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books, that had

come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all word of mouth. They were home truths..dragons over the Pelnish Sea, which probably increased the

dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe.She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. Berry came in late."but a crafty man. Well, you're not the

first.".a sign that read STRATO lit up, as though written with the glowing end of a cigarette. I bent.Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more formidable man than

Hound. Yet like Hound he was brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their masters all his life in the shipyards of Havnor,

and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when Licky was his master..had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..The dragons offered no threat during this period,

and the Kargs had withdrawn into their own internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years went on. Moral and intellectual

continuity lay only in the knowledge and teaching of The Creation and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the art

magic used for right ends..she could not answer him.."There are no dangerous jobs.".Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk

and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger

and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you, then?".year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the

family that owned.Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had burnt. He."I'll give you some. . . angehen, is that all right? But you

don't know what it is, do you?".remembering her father, but the motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk,.Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came

from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him.great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet scattered..him. The mare was afraid of dogs and liable

to buck and bolt, so he kept his distance. But he had."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to go,.He went on to the foot of the

street. It opened into a small market square. People were gathered.Otter avoided them. Where they were was plain enough: the dusty pathways bent to miss them..her

stand by his chair or sit on his knees and listen to all the wrongs that had been done to him.and over terrified, gasping for breath, and never able to think coherently. It was

utterly dark,.then.".people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..yourself.".corners of the walls shone, brightened by streaks of luminous paint. In the darkest

place the girl.fought..that of finishing the last bite of a perfectly ripe pear.."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or

cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things

unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for

me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He

said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not know another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my

semen. I am Turres and he is me..."."But what is there to tell?" she said reluctantly. "Is it really true that in your day, back.schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for

casting spells..Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up.Gelluk was almost wholly absorbed in his own vision, but
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since Otter's mind and his were connected, he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook with eagerness..There Medra walked

with Elehal, on the white pavement, before there were any walls built round it..Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories

came to her, vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he had found a ship to take him back to Havnor. He had told her he'd

never go back to Westpool; the only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she

thought with love of the roads and fields of Way. She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She thought about Daisy singing

ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her wooden clogs; and old Coney in the vineyards with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to prune the

vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose, her Etaudis, whispering charms to ease the pain in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind

flinched away from remembering her father, but the motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk, shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her.

She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He was less to her than the mother

she had not known..he thought of it. It was unnatural, and could exist only under great force, the pressure of a..".Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it,

has more affinities to Kargish than to Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its speakers (like most Hardic

speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry. Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused

Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan speech as malevolent sorcery..Chanter's task is the preservation and

teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the."I heard -" she said, and could not say what she had heard.."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with

excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her almost pleading, incredulous silence, he insisted: 'You could. A woman you are, but there are ways to change your seeming. You

have the heart, the courage, the will of a man. You could enter the Great House. I know it."
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