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that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the
goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so | may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and
said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that | be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not
acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the

cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and

she considered her affair and said in herself, '‘By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and
charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway
transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she
might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry
ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was

bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..?0OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? | view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set

Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding
wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from
slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch
the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider
and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as
aforetime.” And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee.” "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is
but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and | fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided llan Shah, by reason of the malice of

his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..91.

? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those | suffer who endured before me many a year..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the

utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and

to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i.
247..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore
parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey
and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought.
In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) | ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar
description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me
abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us
with abundant salutation.' And | said, 'l hear and obey.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my
case and help me to my will..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)
‘wherefore,' quoth she, 'l feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so | took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and
the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself." So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'l am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me
the means whereby thou knewest me for this." Quoth the other, 'l knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as
rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth
galore. But | saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore | knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, ‘Thou hast hit
the mark." And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being
minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures
of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured
clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went
round and the lutes pulsed..Some months after this, | met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder
man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while
in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! | know not this man, nor
knoweth he me; and | said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O
my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity.” (146) And | said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is
what | have to tell'.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So

he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and
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transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, “this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El
Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat
talking till a third part of the night was past..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the
number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the
lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of
lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she
pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Then they brought
the raft before him and | said to him, 'O my lord, | am in thy hands, | and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris,
the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath
vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So | called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to
one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day | used to
go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, | went out and walked about the town
and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif EIl Mamoun xciv.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man

other three, sang the following verses:.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O

with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxvii.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..SHEHRZAD AND
SHEHRIYAR. (163).Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon
the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and
reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had
committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he
went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, “This is a boy whom | found under such a mountain, wrapped in a
gown of brocade, and | reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the
boy and went their way. From that day to this | have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".Then Ishac
went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared
on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then
each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on
the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and
thanked them therefor and said to them, ‘Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God
the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!" So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the
instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was
changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou
be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones
and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us;
surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him,
whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his
mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in
her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
xvii.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every
eye..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to
her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, ‘O my lady Tuhfeh, | conjure thee, by the life of this
worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, | had
not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:. THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF
KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..Meanwhile, the youth abode
expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was
like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her
what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and | misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or
thy father hath slain him; but | will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, | and thou, to thy father.".? ? ?
? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..When | entered the service of this Amir, (88) | had a great repute and every lewd fellow
feared me of all mankind, and whenas | rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as | sat in the house of the

prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So | took it in my hand and behold,
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it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but | found not who threw it and | said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as | sat on like

wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So | took it and concealing its affair, made as if | slept, albeit sleep was not with me..? ?

appear..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and
slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to
supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him,
before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her
pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the
moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and
aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone
laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will.. The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what
behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him
to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the
like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said,
'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be
prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the
king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but
that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver.
But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, ‘They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and
deaf.". Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122)
thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, | am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh
inclined unto EIl Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition
unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the
contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.When
the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of
destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none
come forth to me but your Amir, so | may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and | will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come
off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do | not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and
indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he
should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever
he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to
rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus.
Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that

which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..53. King Kelyaad (231) of

dole..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined
battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding
his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he
told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. | am one who am
in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and | will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life

long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that

Merry Jest of a Thief dcceexl.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that | am a
maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the
slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a
niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath
been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his
condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".| went out one night to the
house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, | sallied forth alone [to go home]. When | came into the road, | espied a sort of thieves and they saw me,

whereupon my spittle dried up; but | feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And | went up to the walls right and left
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and made as if | saw not the thieves, who followed me till | reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is,
for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires
that my heart devour..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while,
one, 'This is for (45) my father!" and another, 'This is for my grandfather!" whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!" and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!" And they gave not
over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, ‘It is not | alone who have entered into sin against
him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!". THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).0One day, as the [chief] painter
wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of
painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of
the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the
chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of
the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..AND
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